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 For Immediate Release
ACPA Publishes Comprehensive Synthesis,
Guide to Pavement Surface Characteristics

Skokie, Illinois (November 17, 2006) – The American Concrete Pavement Association has published a comprehensive synthesis and guide that covers pavement surface characteristics, considered to be one of the hottest issues in transportation construction today.  

This 124-page publication, replete with color photos and other illustrations, charts, graphs, and tables, guides the reader through virtually every aspect of pavement surface characteristics, their importance, and how the complex range of variables relate to one another. 

This publication is a must-have resource for those involved in planning, designing and building pavements.    The resource includes a thorough introduction that provides a clear overview of the topic and related issues.   

Among its chapters, includes a primer on definitions of microtexture, macrotexture, megatexture, and the difference between unevenness and roughness.  This section also includes a thorough discussion about measuring surface texture, including current and emerging technologies for doing so.

The publication describes the fundamentals of roadway noise and pavement texture, examining issues and answering questions about the causes of roadway noise, perception factors, and measurement of roadway sounds.   

Successive chapters include fundamentals of roadway friction and pavement safety and texture, and how these factors interrelate with methods of controlling sound from the highway environment, all with an emphasis on methods used by or promulgated by different agencies worldwide (including the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Federal Highway Administration). 

Optimizing Pavement Texture

This comprehensive “one-stop” resource also provides an objective look at optimizing pavement texture, guiding the reader through the relative importance of design criteria and other considerations in selecting a surface types and textures.   

Considering Every Angle

The publication also features a comprehensive section that provides unique views of concrete- and asphalt-pavement surface characteristics from virtually every angle.  It discusses technology from a recent European SCAN tour, as well as other experiences with quiet pavements in eight countries around the globe.   The chapter is a review of emerging techniques that may be used to create ‘roads for the future.’ 
Finally, the document reviews maintenance and durability considerations, all with an eye on current restoration and pavement preservation techniques, general considerations for texturing, and results of pavement noise, and friction tests.

Arguably, one of the most comprehensive resources produced by the American Concrete Pavement Association, this publication was authored by researcher Mark Snyder, PhD., P.E., and represents the best “point in time” information currently available. 

The price of the publication is $25.00 for ACPA members; $32.00 for non-members.  To order, simply go online to www.pavement.com, or contact the ACPA/PCA Order Processing Dept., 5420 Old Orchard Road, Skokie, IL 60077.  Phone:  800.868.6733.  Fax:  847-966-9666.  For quick reference, refer to this publication by its number, EB235P.

ACPA is the national trade association for the concrete pavement industry. The primary mission of the ACPA and its affiliated chapter/state network is to advocate the use of concrete pavements in highways, airfields, and roadways throughout the United States. 
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