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ACPA Appoints Mitchell as Director of Airports 
Skokie, Ill.—Gary L. Mitchell, P.E., has been named Director of Airports by the American Concrete Pavement Association.

Mitchell succeeds James Lafrenz, P.E., who retired recently.  Until recently, he served in dual roles as interim Director, while also serving as Regional Director of Airports for the ACPA-Southeast Chapter.  

In the role of Director of Airports, Mitchell is responsible for technical and market development programs specifically focused on pavements used in commercial, military, secondary and general aviation airfield facilities. 

More specifically, he serves as the primary technical contact for design, construction, materials, and rehabilitation topics related to airfield facilities.   He serves as research and development liaison to the Washington, D.C.-based Innovative Pavement Research Foundation, which is currently administering and facilitating research under a cooperative agreement with the Federal Aviation Administration.   He also serves as the industry’s primary airfield pavement research liaison to the National Concrete Pavement Center, or CP Tech Center, seated at Iowa State University in Ames.

Mitchell is actively involved in a number of professional organizations, including the American Society of Civil Engineers, where he served as Co-Chair of the Construction Subcommittee of the group’s Airfield Pavement Committee.   He is a voting member of the American Concrete Institute’s ACI 325 committee.   He is also a charter member of the Structural Engineering Institute, as well as a member of the American Association of Airport Executives, and Construction Engineering Institute.

Prior to his dual role with ACPA and its affiliated Southeast Chapter, the latter of which dates to 2001, Mitchell was a Project Manager/Associate with Kimley-Horn Associates, Inc., Raleigh, N.C., where he was responsible for new business development and management of the firm’s pavement evaluation and maintenance practice.  He also served as project manager/project engineer for large airport design and construction administration projects.    He also was a Research Assistant at Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tenn.   
Mitchell holds a Masters of Science in Structural and Construction Engineering from North Carolina State University, Raleigh, N.C., as well as a Bachelor of Science in Structural Engineering from Vanderbilt University.

He holds licenses as a Professional Engineer in the states of Florida, Kentucky, North Carolina, and Tennessee.

Mitchell will telecommute from the ACPA office in Washington, D.C.   His contact information is 500 New Jersey Avenue, NW, 7th Floor, Washington, DC 20001. Telephone: 202/638-2272.  Fax: 202/638-2688.   Cell: 704-904-9459.  E-mail:  gmitchell@pavement.com.
“We are pleased that Gary Mitchell will be serving in this important role with the Association,” said ACPA President & CEO Gerald F. Voigt, P.E.  “He brings to airfield agencies, ACPA members, affiliates, and all stakeholders in the airfield community a tremendous amount of experience and expertise as one of the nation’s leading authorities in concrete airfield pavements.”


ACPA is the premier national association representing paving contractors, cement companies, equipment manufacturers, material and service suppliers, ready-mixed concrete producers, allied associations/organizations, bonding and insurance companies, consulting firms, and other allied organizations and individuals.

Regional chapters and state paving associations represent members in marketing/promotion, government affairs, and research/technical support associated with concrete pavements used for highways, airports, streets, and roads.
Founded in 1963, the American Concrete Pavement Association is headquartered in Chicago at 5420 Old Orchard Road, Skokie, IL 60077. Telephone: 847/966-2272.   The Association’s Washington, D.C. office is located at 500 New Jersey Avenue, NW, 7th Floor, Washington, DC 20001. Telephone: 202/638-2272.  Fax: 202/638-2688.  The Association’s Mesa, AZ, office is located at 807 W. Keating Ave., Mesa, AZ  85210. Phone: 480/775-0908.

For additional information, visit our websites: 

● www.pavement.com … ACPA’s official technical and general information site.

● www.pavements4life.com … A website aimed at satisfying the general public’s requirement for the truth about highways, roadways, and airfields.
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Editors:  Click here to download a low-resolution photo.  For more information or a high-resolution photo, contact Bill Davenport, Vice President – Communications & Membership, American Concrete Pavement Association, 5420 Old Orchard Road, Suite A-100, Skokie, Illinois 60077.   E-mail: bdavenport@pavement.com.  Phone:  847-966-2272. 
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