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For Immediate Release

ACPA Honors Lafrenz as First Recipient of Hartmann-Hirschman-Egan Award

Association Recasts Coveted Award to Include Egan’s Legacy
Skokie, Ill.—The American Concrete Pavement Association (ACPA) announced James Lafrenz, P.E., as the first recipient of the Hartmann-Hirschman-Egan Award. This year ACPA formally recast the coveted Hartmann-Hirschman Award, to include the name of Edward A. Egan for his steadfast leadership, dedication, and legacy with the concrete pavement industry.

In presenting the Award, ACPA honored Lafrenz for his inimitable style, technical expertise, and leadership. The Association also recognized Lafrenz for his contributions, which have enhanced the quality of concrete pavements and resulted in previously unprecedented opportunities for concrete pavement in airport applications.  

Lafrenz challenged the industry—both as a public official and in the private sector—to improve airport paving quality. He also fostered excellent relationships among the Federal Aviation Administration, industry, and airport community at large. 


A graduate of the U.S. Air Force Air War College, as well as the Air Command and Staff College, Lafrenz was instrumental in implementing innovative design and construction of concrete pavements to support military endeavors during the Cold War and Gulf War.  He was selected by the U.S. Secretary of Defense as an envoy in negotiating the first exchange in airfield visits between the United States and Russian Air Forces after the fall of the Berlin Wall. He provided guidance for maintenance, repair, and replacement of pavements being used by B-52 bombers flying missions over Iraq during the Gulf War and for oversight of the reconstruction of pavements used to support the basing of the B-2 bomber at Whiteman Air Force Base.

In the mid 1990’s, he challenged the industry to improve the quality in constructing airfields.  

“We rose to the challenge, and so his legacy is seen in the hundreds of projects built under this new standard for achievement,” said Gerald F. Voigt, P.E., President and CEO of ACPA.
In addition to his service as an officer of the United States Air Force Reserve, he also served the industry as Director of Airfields for ACPA and program manager for the Innovative Pavement Research Foundation.

As a member of ACPA’s staff, Lafrenz was asked to participate on a special Congressional panel to evaluate the safety of reopening of the Reagan National Airport in Washington, D.C., after the September 11, 2001 attacks. He was formally recognized by the Greater Washington Board of Trade for his efforts in preparing the security report, which was presented to President Bush and the National Security Council. The report was crucial to re-opening this airport to passenger and cargo traffic. 


Though Lafrenz is officially retired from ACPA, he continues to serve the industry as program manager for Innovative Pavement Research Foundation.

About the Hartmann-Hirschman-Egan Award
The Hartmann-Hirschman-Egan Award is one of the most coveted awards presented by the American Concrete Pavement Association. The award recognizes individuals and companies, as well as other organizations, for unparalleled commitment, dedication, participation, and leadership in the concrete pavement community. 

This award, first presented in 1968, was originally named in honor of Harold W. Hartmann, who served as the Association’s Secretary-Treasurer from 1964 until 1974. In 1987, Robert E. Hirschman’s name was added in recognition of his term as the Association’s Chairman (then President) in 1967, as well as his tenure as Secretary-Treasurer from 1975 to 1987.

In 2007, the name of Edward A. Egan was added in recognition of his steadfast leadership and dedication to the Association and the industry it serves.  Among the stations he occupied was the ACPA’s chairman in 1986, as well as Secretary-Treasurer—from 1988 to 2007, making him the longest-serving person in that capacity in the Association’s history. 

These individuals demonstrated leadership and tireless dedication to the concrete pavement industry, which helped shape the ACPA and the industry it serves. The award is presented to individuals or groups that demonstrate the same level of dedication as Hartmann, Hirschman, and Egan.
In renaming the Hartmann-Hirschman Award, ACPA included Egan’s name for his experience and heart as a contractor, “as well as the name of someone whose tireless service and dedication to this industry is not only outstanding, but also without match,” said Don Beuerlein of Koss Construction Company and the 2006 recipient.
About ACPA

ACPA is the national trade association for the concrete pavement industry. ACPA and its network of regional chapters and state paving associations (covering the contiguous United States) represent members in marketing/promotion, advocacy, and research/technical support associated with concrete pavements used for highways, airports, streets, and roads.   

ACPA's members include paving contractors, cement companies, equipment manufacturers, material and service suppliers, ready-mixed concrete producers, allied organizations, bonding and insurance companies, consulting firms, and other allied organizations and individuals.

Founded in 1964, the American Concrete Pavement Association is headquartered at 5420 Old Orchard Road, Skokie, IL 60077.  Telephone:  847/966-2272.  Fax:  847/966-9970.  The Association’s Washington, D.C., office is located at 500 New Jersey Avenue, NW, 7th Floor, Washington, DC 20001 Telephone: 202/638-2272  Fax: 202/638-2688. 

Visit our technical website at www.pavement.com. 

Visit our public information website at www.pavements4life.com.
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· Editor’s Note:  For additional information, contact Bill Davenport, Vice President – Communications & Membership, American Concrete Pavement Association, 5420 Old Orchard Road, Suite A-100, Skokie, Illinois 60077.  Phone:  847-966-2272.   E-mail:  bdavenport@pavement.com.

